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Anchor text: Apicture
book, selected 
intentionally and used 
repetitively to foster 
vocabulary and concept 
development. 

A picture book, selected intentionally and used repetitively 
to foster vocabulary and concept development. 

Choose 3–5 key vocabulary words from a picture book to 
introduce throughout the week. Learning these key words in 
children’s home languages before reading the book in class 
will help build the comprehension connection. 

With dual language learners, read the text and in small 
groups before introducing it to the whole class. 

Implement reading strategies with DLLs (e.g., dialogic 
reading—a read-aloud that includes brief interactions 
between the teacher and the children), one-on-one or in 
small groups
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Intentional 
message: A 
written message, 
with embedded 
content 
vocabulary, that 
sets the purpose 
of each lesson, 
and is on display 
where children 
can see it and 
refer to it. 
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The message can be prewritten or cowritten 
with the children.

Be

Example: During circle time: “Welcome, 
friends! I am happy to see you. I like to sing. 
What do you like to do?” 

Time

During math time: “Today we will be 
mathematicians and explore which group of 
blocks has more.” 

Time
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https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/dec2018
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Vocabulary 
imprinting: use of 
photographs, images, 
and word walls to 
introduce new concepts 
and vocabulary and 
deepen comprehension. 

Example: Photographs with labels, recipes, 
magazine cutouts, children’s photos or 
drawings from home, vocabulary walls, 
cognate walls

Visual cues/gestures: 

Physical movements, repeated to imprint 
meaning as specific content vocabulary is 
introduced. 

Example: Choose movements/gestures for a few key words 
only, and repeatedly use these gestures throughout the day 
and week so that children begin to link the gestures with words 
and concepts. For example, with the key word explore, the 
gesture could be to extend a flat hand up to your eyebrows and 
look back and forth. 4
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Songs/chants: 
Content 
vocabulary 
woven into 
familiar songs 
and chants to 
encourage 
repetition. 

Example: The “More” chant.
Key vocabulary: More, greater, bigger, 
few, less. 

More means greater and greater means 
more. More is bigger than ever before!
More is many while few is less.
More is a lot—no need to guess! 

More means greater and greater means 
more. More is bigger than ever before! 
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Center 
extensions: 
Planned center-
based 
opportunities for 
independent or 
small group 
practice.

Example: After teaching a math lesson using 
bear counters and work mats, place these 
materials in the math center to allow children 
time and space to explore concepts on their own 
and collaboratively. This encourages practice and 
repetition, while fostering problem solving, 
interaction, and rich discussion 

Routine Activities: Name the parts of the new 
exercise in the group time and explain the 
purpose. Provide 1x1 Lessons but allow up to 2 
quiet observers if interest is high.
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ANCHOR BOOK 

Music: Hand plays and winter songs.  
Chant: I want to stay home. You need to 
go and play. I want to stay home. You need 
to go and play.  
But, let me kiss your hand and my love will 
always stay. (throw a kiss) 

Language & Literacy: https://youtu.be/kXT1ANWka4A 
Draw a picture after reading the story and write down 
what children explain about the picture.  

Daily Life:  Washing 
hands and grooming. 

G&C how to blow a kiss.  
(IM: Racoons like to wash their hands. 
/ We can blow a kiss so it will stay 
from far away.) 

 Math: Counting forest 
creatures and writing numbers 
to each finger of the hand.  

Fine Motor: 
Sensorial activities 
with a blindfold (like 
the racoon mask).  
(IM: let’s try doing it in the dark.) 

  Blocks: Forest creatures, trees, river rocks 
and twigs as accessories. Black paper roll to build a 
nighttime space. 

 Art: retell the story on easel 
paper to create a movie. Color 
nighttime animals on black paper. 
(IM: Let’s make animals that play at night in the dark.) 

Science and Nature: 
Forest animals. Forest 
collections of pinecones 
leaves and river rocks. 
Classification cards for forest 
creatures and plants. 
Nighttime animals. 

Dramatic Play: Racoon puppets and 
forest creatures. Acting out the story. 
(IM: Do you remember what the mother racoon did to make 
her baby feel warm and loved when he went away to school?) 

 

Vocabulary: Hand, fingers, kiss, racoon, 
forest, nighttime, friends. 

Vocabulary: racoon, opossum, 
skunk, owl, coyote, rabbit, deer 
 

Writing: Writing the names of 
animals, plants and their movements. 

    Phonology: Beginning sounds 
(onset) of forest creature names. 
 (IM: Let’s name the animals that live in the forest [or 
play at night.] Which one begins with the sound “r”. How 
about the sound “ow”?)  
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Personalized Oral Language Learning 
(POLL) Strategies 

• Connect your routines to the ANCHOR book

• Connect all areas of learning to the ANCHOR book

• Introduce the book in the home language first if possible. Maybe face time a parent if 
you do not read their language or upload a youtube video. 

• Read the book to children in their home language to allow them to understand the 
content BUT DO NOT TRANSLATE as you are reading. Read in one language & later in 
the language of instruction. This allows the child to follow along and comment 
evenwhen they do not recognize every word.

• Send a link to parents of the video of the read aloud book in both languages if available

• Share videos and photos of children with the words that match their actions, the name 
of the materials, and their accomplishments in meeting expectations. 
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GLASSLIPER.COM

• To learn more about dual language learning and the POLL 
strategies, go to my website (note the spelling) GlasSliper.com
• You will find links to the research articles and Head Start 

documents refering to the latest studies on supporting dual 
language/ multilanguage learners. 
• I also have a section dedicated to Extreme Hygiene 2020
• If you have examples to share with others, please email me so 

I can share them on my website for the ECE workforce
• Director@glassliper.com
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